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ow do you condense 20 years of historg into 19 minutes?

You take a
samplc-‘: of
signiﬁcant
segments and
encourage

others to

explore further

The 5ignhqcant segments of the Wing’s historg

The Beginning The Aircraft The Hangar The People
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The Beginning

June 29,1996
Duringa meetiﬂg at the NAS Del and Museum

the Florida Wing of the Commemorative Air Force was
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The Founcling Statf
Dick Russell - Squaclron | eader
Fred McKaig ~ Executive Officer
Harvey Adams - Finance Officer
David Bishop ~ Adjutant
Dick Kelso - Operations Officer

Arthur Perrg ~ Maintenance Officer

Steve Moddle - 581C€t9 Oftticer
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The Beginning
<« The decision to locate in Del and had get to be

ma&e
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< The Del and Magor David Rigsbg made a
Presentation, encouraging the Wing to make
Del and its home

1 ——

2 Other Potential locations included Daytona, *,
Ormond Beach and New Smyrna Beach Airports

<An initial goal was to pursue the future as a ﬂging
organization rather than take on a restoration

Project ;
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The Beginning
< June 29,1996 Del_and was selected as the home
of the CAF’s newest unit... The Florida Wing

CAF Col Bob Robbins became a member

\/

< The initial Wing membershil:) was recorded as 50

members

<«  The Finance Officer rel:)orted a balance of
$1,400 in the bank checking and savings account

< Tl‘]é SCBI"C"! 1COF an aircra?t an& a hangar began
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The first order of business - Find an
aircratt — a clamagecl | -17B and
“get ‘er ﬂging again”

The Mainstag of the Wing “Allie” Gator
1996-201%




’ T h e Ai rc raft < A UC~45J/SNB twin Beech was located

in Kissimmee and 12 members agreecl to

sponsor the aircraft for the CAF

Tl’le u C"4’§/5 N 5 . The aircraft was flown to Del_and ]33

CAF Col Gene McNeelg where it

unclerwent cleaning ancl a.more detailecl :

1999-2008

inspection.

- iy i

b+ In March of 2000 corrosion was |
identified in the horizontal stabilizer and
in SePtember additional extensive
corrosion discovered.

* The 12 Pilo’c Sponsorships were
ultimatelg transferred to the TBM
“Avenger” PrOJect aircraft

h Ju|9 ZOO§~The Aircraft was declared
unserviceable and Perm:ssnon was
obtained from the CAF HQ to

disassemble and Part~out the aircraft.

* L ast Parts sold or disposed of
September 2008 .'
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The Aircraft

| ~17A
“Mistg Blue”

T AR

+ Stilllocated in the “T hangar

and Preparing for the first ﬂight
in the restored | ~17B ...the Wing
received its second ﬂying
aircraft...another | ~17 donated
]39 Wing member Bob Cline

With a Pair of L-17’s the Wing
was able to take aclvantage of
airshow appearances and
augment PX sales

In May 2009, due to {:uncling
constraints, the Wing Staff
made the decision to return one
of the | -17’s to CAF HQ ~
“Misty Blue”




The Aircraft

2001 SeaReg

2 J

The Wing received the gracious
donation of a 2001 Kit built
SeaRey Ultralight amphibian
from CAF Col Red Lewis

The CAF I agreecl to accePt
the donation and Permitted the
Wing to retain the funds of a sale

F"o”owing an engjne overhaul, the
aircraft was sold. The funds
from the sale went toward the
restoration of the TBM and
completing the final work on the
Hangar
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The TBM-5E “Avenger
“ Restoration Prcy’ec’c
2005-2012

The Aircraft

*

June 2005 - CAF HQ aPProvecl
the assignment of the THM
Prcy’ect to the Wing

Shipping from Texas was
clelaged until new hangar
completecl - TBM Team sent out
to oversee the movement

TBM arrives May 2006 - major
parts missing

Restoration commences in new

hangar.

. APril 18, 2012 Wing Statf votes

to susl:)encl restoration

s October 9, TBM-3E sold and

shil:)l:)ecl to Carson City, NV
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The Aircraft

T-34A

2012-Present

)

Using the funds from the sale
of the TBM=5E Project and
augmentecl bg CAF HQ, the
Wing Purchased the T-394A

Supervisecl bg CAF Col Pat
f‘oleg and maintained bg CAF
Col Curtis Boulware at George
Baker Aviation, the T-34 loggecl
well over one hundred ﬂight
hours a year.

In addition to “Showing the
F‘lag” the aircraft serves as the
center Piece of the Wing's
Community and Youth

Outreach programs




e — .

O i p— R o Sl et Y S < iy I a i

The Hangar

BIZARRO By Dan Praro

| HERES THE PLAN: WERRE GOING TO DG \ |
A REAL BRG HOLE RIGHT ABOUT THERE. |
THEN SOME GUYS WILL COME AND PUT | |
| A BULLDING IN |T AND PLANT SOME *

Fwwezs IN FRONT.... ALL WE NEED
NOW ;6 MONEY % ;//‘ )

The Joumeg
to a New Hangar

s The Wing took up its
residence in a single e
Hangar on the Deland
airPor’c all the while:

- Restoringancl oPerating
the two the | ~17s

» Parting-out the UC-45/
SNB

+ And Planning, Preparing
and constructing a new

hangar




The Hangar

Initial 1996 discussions with the City
of Del.and included a 25/75% cost
sharing Plan for the construction —
the Wing would get a hangar and the
City would get an airPor’t venue for
community events

In 1997 the Cit9 had reduced its
share to 50% — then less-then zero
Throughout 1998 and ear|9 e the
Wing oxplorocl sites other than
Deland to build a hangar

Julg 2000 City of Deland offered
the Wing a land lease at $2,500/
goar—-Loaso aPProvocl bg CAF HQ
on May 14, 2001
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. I:obruarg 2001 Initial discussions

about applging for a County
ECHO Grant to assist in ﬁnancinga
new hangar

First applica’tion denied - CAF HQ
in a “Foreign (Not Florida)

Corporation”

+ Aviation Airloowor Historic

Foundation of Florida (AAHFoF)
created for the purpose of applging

1Cor a Futuro grants
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The Hangar

*» Ground Breaking on December o

200%

Received Certificate of
OccuPancg on November 9, 2005
- but much work remained — thus
ended the rccluirement for two
monthlg rent Pagments

The concrete apron remained to
be Pored before acce[:)ting the
TBM-5E Project

The Hangar and Museum
dedications were delagecl to

coincide with the arrival of the
THBM
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e The Hangar
HANGAR DEDICATION -

sAfter years of long nights’ without sleep — the
Wing Hangar was dedicated. _ o]

*|n attendance as sl:)ecial guests were Patti Froelich 4
and Bob RobbinsJr., children of Bob Robbins

05Pea|<ing at the event were Wing | eader Peter
Jacobs and Past | eader Dick Russell
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The Leaders

Dick Russell
1996-2000

Harold London
2000~-2004

Peter Jacobs
2005-2009

Wing | eaders

John Grones
2016 -

Chuck Downeg
2009-201%

Joe Maiz
2015201

Woodie SProuse
2014--20016




The People

Tom Baumann

Diann Baumann
Lou Beger

Ken Brownell
Jim Bannermann
Bill Brown
Charlie Boivin
Curtis Boulware
Ted Carg

Ralph Caruso
Chuck Chokanis
Lee Chalifour
Mary Lee Chalifour
Curt Ciancetta
Tong Crawford
Ann Conway
Joe Drach

Lou l:igiuolo

Pat f‘oleg

George Fonseca
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Pamela Fonseca
Linda Jacobs

Art Harriman
Martin Hasker
Bob Hillenbrand
Tom Huntington
Don Ho”ingsworth
Bill Kaczmarczgk
Mike Kc”g

Earl Leone
George Leone
Joel Lonkg

John Makinson
Doug Mathews
Gene McNeelg
Fred McKaig
Dianne Moore
Richard Moore
Patricia Mickelson
Stan Mitchell

Steve Moddle
Alexis Montague
L ou Nemeth
Bi”9 O’Brien
Art Patstone
Jack Peck

Frank Purcell
John Perstopino
Bob Robbins
Tong Rebello
Ken Terry

Trent Smith
Butch Stevens
Diane Stevens
Ken Stewart

Jon Shag

Hugh Washington
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Col Robeé
Col Daniel

Col Donald F Smith"




The Florida Wing
On Course for The Future




